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Goal:  To provide the public online information regarding Iowa lawyers and certified shorthand reporters; to provide online reporting, fee payment and other license-related services to Iowa lawyers and certified shorthand reporters; to provide online application services to continuing legal education (CLE) seminar sponsors and attending lawyers; and to provide electronic reporting and interest payment services to financial institutions serving as depositories of the pooled trust accounts of Iowa lawyers.  
Project Purpose:   The purpose of this project is to create a web-based Internet interface for the public, Iowa lawyers, Iowa shorthand reporters, CLE event sponsors and trust account depository institutions to use in accessing the services of Court Commissions.   The public would be able to search for lawyers or shorthand reporters by name, by geographic area or by field of practice, and view public information regarding any lawyer or shorthand reporter including business address, date of admission, field of practice designations, license status and a summary of any prior public discipline.   Lawyers and shorthand reporters would be able to accomplish annual reporting, fee payment and other license-related actions online.  Sponsors of continuing legal education events and attending lawyers would be able to submit events for review and receive approval online.  Trust account depositories would be able to transmit interest payments electronically and submit periodic interest reports in electronic format for direct capture in the database.  As intermediate steps in the project, it will be necessary to upgrade an existing Access database to Oracle, and create an internal interface to the data housed in the Oracle database to be used by the staff at Court Commissions and selected other Judicial Branch staff. 
Background:    The commissions encapsulated under the label “Court Commissions” include the Commission on Continuing Legal Education (CLE), Board of Examiners of Shorthand Reporters (SHR), Grievance Commission, Lawyer Trust Account Commission (LTAC), and the Client Security and Attorney Disciplinary Commission (Client Security).  Court Commissions is the principal repository of current information regarding the business address, license status and past disciplinary history of all lawyers and certified shorthand reporters licensed to practice in Iowa.  One commission (CLE) administers annual CLE reporting and fee payment duties on the part of more than 8,000 Iowa lawyers, and also reviews and approves over 6,000 legal seminars annually.  Another commission (Client Security) administers a separate annual client security and disciplinary reporting and fee payment duty on the part of Iowa lawyers.  One board (SHR) administers the annual reporting and fee payment duties on the part of more than 465 certified shorthand reporters in Iowa.  One commission (LTAC) receives monthly interest payments from over 450 banks where lawyers maintain their trust accounts and administers grants to help provide legal services for the poor and law-related education.  Currently all of the reporting and application services of Court Commissions are administered using paper reports handled through ordinary mail.  All fee and interest payments are accepted in the form of check or money order.  Entries based on the paper reports and fee payments are made in the existing Access database by hand.  The Grievance Commission hears cases and files reports with the Supreme Court regarding alleged ethics violations by Iowa lawyers.  Information regarding the disposition of these cases is entered in the existing Access database by hand.  Currently, no consolidated information regarding licensed Iowa lawyers, their license status or past disciplinary history is available to the Iowa public or media online.

Request:   Court Commissions requests funding to complete planning for the three basic steps of the project:

1.  Development of the external interface for the public, lawyers, shorthand reporters, CLE event sponsors and trust account depositories.

2.  Conversion of the existing Court Commissions database from Access to Oracle.

3.  Development of an internal interface to the Oracle database. 
Cost Avoidance:  It is expected that online availability of the services of Court Commissions will reduce transaction costs for lawyers, shorthand reporters, CLE event sponsors, trust account depositories and Court Commissions.  
Project Funds:  This is a request for planning funds only.  The total planning cost for this project has been estimated at $77,750.  The planning cost for the external interface for the public, lawyers, certified court reporters and CLE event sponsors has been estimated by the Information Technology Enterprise of the Department of Administrative Service at $30,000.  The planning cost for the internal interface to be used by the staff of Court Commissions to access the Oracle database has been set at $47,750 by Cisco, Inc.   Court Commissions is prepared to contribute one-half of this total cost, or $38,875, to the planning phase of the project.  Accordingly, Court Commissions is requesting IowAccess funding for up to one-half of the planning costs of the project, or $38,875.

Interested Parties:  Parties interested in this project include the following:


Consumers of legal services in Iowa


Members of the Iowa media 

Iowa State Bar Association and its members
Iowa Court Reporter Association and its members

Clerk of Appellate Courts

Board of Professional Ethics and Conduct

Some of the Recipients of this Service:  The recipients of the services to be provided by Court Commissions through the proposed online service portal include members of the public; Iowa lawyers and certified shorthand reporters; sponsors of continuing legal education events; and Judicial Branch staff.
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